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“The Court holds that the interference with the applicant’s right to freedom of
assembly was not, in the light of all the circumstances of the case,

disproportionate for the purposes of Article 11 § 2., of the Convention.

(1) Everyone has the right to freedom of peaceful assembly and to freedom of
association with others,

(2) accordingly no restrictions shall be placed on the exercise of these rights other
than such as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a democratic society
in the interests of national security or public safety, for the prevention of
disorder or crime, for the protection of health or morals or for the protection
of the rights and freedoms of others”.
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“Furthermore, the applicant complains that his conviction by the Stuttgart
Regional Court on 23 December 1983 for his participation in one of the sit-ins
violated his right to freedom of peaceful assembly as guaranteed by Article 11
(Art. 11) of the Convention (mentionedabove). The Commission considers that the
right to freedom of peaceful assembly is secured to everyone who organises or
participates in a peaceful demonstration. The notion of "peaceful assembly"
does not, however, cover a demonstration where the organisers and
participants have violent intentions which result in public disorder. However, the
Commission finds that the right to freedom of peaceful assembly is one of the
foundations of a democratic society and should not be interpreted restrictively.

The applicant and the other demonstrators had not been actively violent in the
course of the sit-ins concerned.”
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